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CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 2230 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR SOPN, VE, US 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENT PEREZ DOWNPLAYS NEW YORK TIMES MARCH 1 STORY 
REF: CARACAS 2153(NOTAL), 2150 

1 . PRESIDENT PEREZ TOLD PRESS EVENING MARCH 3 THAT THERE 
IS "ABSOLUTELY NOTHING NEW TO SAY ABOUT THE CIA (AFFAIR)," 

AND THAT THE "INCIDENT IS TOTALLY CLOSED." HE NOTED FURTHER 
THAT THE LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER WAS "VERY SATISFACTORY" 

TO GOV AND TO HIM PERSONALLY. PEREZ ALSO SPOKE ELLIPTICALLY 
ABOUT POSSIBLE LEGAL ACTION AGAINST THE NY TIMES. WHEN 
PRESSED BY REPORTERS AS TO WHETHER GOV IS CONCERNING LEGAL 
ACTION AGAINST NY TIMES, PEREZ SAID GOV HAS NOT YET MADE A 
DECISION. HE ADDED THAT THE GOV "ACTS WHEN IT SPEAKS" AND 
SINCE "WE ARE NOT ACTING AT THIS TIME, IT IS BETTER TO STILL 
REMAIN SILENT." 

2. AD PRESIDENTIAL ASPIRANT AND PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL, 

LUIS PINERUA ORDAZ, ALSO TOLD PRESS THAT AD DOES NOT 
GIVE MUCH IMPORTANCE TO SECOND NY TIMES ARTICLE. PINERUA 
SAID IT WAS A BASE "REPRISE" OF THE FIRST EFFORT TO SMEAR 
THE PRESIDENT. 
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3. COPEI PRESIDENT GODOFREDO GONZALES SAID GOV'S REACTION 
TO MARCH 1 STORY WAS EXAGGERATED, PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF 
FACT THAT PEREZ HAD EARLIER DECLARED THAT HE HAD CONSIDERED 
THE CASE CLOSED AFTER RECEIVING PRESIDENT CARTER'S LETTER. 

GONZALES ALSO CRITICIZED GOV'S MARCH 2 COMMUNIQUE FOR 
HAVING STATED THAT NY TIMES STORY INVOLVED DEMOCRATIC 
GOVERNMENTS (PLURAL). (SEE 4TH PARA OF COMMUNIQUE TRANSMITTED 
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CARACAS 2150.) GONZALES SAID THAT REFERENCE TO MORE THAN 
ONE GOVERNMENT WAS UNCALLED FOR. (NOTE: PLURAL REFERENCE 
INCLUDES COPEI ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT CALDERA.) 

4. COMMENT: A HIGHLY-PLACED AD PARTY SOURCE WHO HAD 
DISCUSSED THE CASE YESTERDAY EVENING WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ 
AND SENATE PRESIDENT GONZALO BARRIOS INFORMED CHARGE 
THAT THINGS WERE "CALM" AND THAT HE EXPECTED NO FURTHER 
GOV REACTION. 
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